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management systems and outlines the 
elements of an environmental manage-
ment system. 

Newspaper(s) of record: The principal 
newspapers of general circulation an-
nually identified and published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER by each regional 
forester to be used for publishing no-
tices as required by 36 CFR 215.5. The 
newspaper(s) of record for projects in a 
plan area is (are) the newspaper(s) of 
record for notices related to planning. 

Plan: A document or set of docu-
ments that integrates and displays in-
formation relevant to management of a 
unit of the National Forest System. 

Plan area: The National Forest Sys-
tem lands covered by a plan. 

Productivity: The capacity of National 
Forest System lands and their ecologi-
cal systems to provide the various re-
newable resources in certain amounts 
in perpetuity. For the purposes of this 
subpart it is an ecological, not an eco-
nomic, term. 

Public participation: Activities that 
include a wide range of public involve-
ment tools and processes, such as col-
laboration, public meetings, open 
houses, workshops, and comment peri-
ods. 

Responsible official: The official with 
the authority and responsibility to 
oversee the planning process and to ap-
prove plans, plan amendments, and 
plan revisions. 

Reviewing officer: The supervisor of 
the responsible official. The reviewing 
officer responds to objections made to 
a plan, plan amendment, or plan revi-
sion prior to approval. 

Species-of-concern: Species for which 
the responsible official determines that 
management actions may be necessary 
to prevent listing under the Endan-
gered Species Act. 

Species-of-interest: Species for which 
the responsible official determines that 
management actions may be necessary 
or desirable to achieve ecological or 
other multiple use objectives. 

Timber harvest: The removal of trees 
for wood fiber use and other multiple- 
use purposes. 

Timber production: The purposeful 
growing, tending, harvesting, and re-
generation of regulated crops of trees 
to be cut into logs, bolts, or other 

round sections for industrial or con-
sumer use. 

Visitor opportunities: The spectrum of 
settings, landscapes, scenery, facilities, 
services, access points, information, 
learning-based recreation, wildlife, 
natural features, cultural and heritage 
sites, and so forth available for Na-
tional Forest System visitors to use 
and enjoy. 

Wilderness: Any area of land des-
ignated by Congress as part of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System 
that was established in the Wilderness 
Act of 1964 (16 U.S.C. 1131–1136). 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

PART 220—NATIONAL ENVIRON-
MENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) 
COMPLIANCE 
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AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.; E. O. 
11514; 40 CFR parts 1500–1508; 7 CFR part 1b. 

SOURCE: 73 FR 43093, July 24, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 220.1 Purpose and scope. 
(a) Purpose. This part establishes 

Forest Service, U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) procedures for com-
pliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and the Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) regula-
tions for implementing the procedural 
provisions of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500 
through 1508). 

(b) Scope. This part supplements and 
does not lessen the applicability of the 
CEQ regulations, and is to be used in 
conjunction with the CEQ regulations 
and USDA regulations at 7 CFR part 
1b. 

§ 220.2 Applicability. 
This part applies to all organiza-

tional elements of the Forest Service. 
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Consistent with 40 CFR 1500.3, no triv-
ial violation of this part shall give rise 
to any independent cause of action. 

§ 220.3 Definitions. 

The following definitions supple-
ment, by adding to, the terms defined 
at 40 CFR parts 1500–1508. 

Adaptive management. A system of 
management practices based on clearly 
identified intended outcomes and mon-
itoring to determine if management 
actions are meeting those outcomes; 
and, if not, to facilitate management 
changes that will best ensure that 
those outcomes are met or re-evalu-
ated. Adaptive management stems 
from the recognition that knowledge 
about natural resource systems is 
sometimes uncertain. 

Decision document. A record of deci-
sion, decision notice or decision memo. 

Decision memo. A concise written 
record of the responsible official’s deci-
sion to implement an action categori-
cally excluded from further analysis 
and documentation in an environ-
mental impact statement (EIS) or en-
vironmental assessment (EA). 

Decision notice. A concise written 
record of the responsible official’s deci-
sion when an EA and finding of no sig-
nificant impact (FONSI) have been pre-
pared. 

Environmentally preferable alternative. 
The environmentally preferable alter-
native is the alternative that will best 
promote the national environmental 
policy as expressed in NEPA’s section 
101 (42 U.S.C. 4321). Ordinarily, the en-
vironmentally preferable alternative is 
that which causes the least harm to 
the biological and physical environ-
ment; it also is the alternative which 
best protects and preserves historic, 
cultural, and natural resources. In 
some situations, there may be more 
than one environmentally preferable 
alternative. 

Reasonably foreseeable future actions. 
Those Federal or non-Federal activi-
ties not yet undertaken, for which 
there are existing decisions, funding, or 
identified proposals. Identified pro-
posals for Forest Service actions are 
described in § 220.4(a)(1). 

Responsible official. The Agency em-
ployee who has the authority to make 

and implement a decision on a pro-
posed action. 

Schedule of proposed actions (SOPA). A 
Forest Service document that informs 
the public about those proposed and 
ongoing Forest Service actions for 
which a record of decision, decision no-
tice or decision memo would be or has 
been prepared. The SOPA also identi-
fies a contact for additional informa-
tion on any proposed actions. 

§ 220.4 General requirements. 

(a) Proposed actions subject to the 
NEPA requirements. As required by 42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq., a Forest Service pro-
posal is subject to the NEPA require-
ments when all of the following apply: 

(1) The Forest Service has a goal and 
is actively preparing to make a deci-
sion on one or more alternative means 
of accomplishing that goal and the ef-
fects can be meaningfully evaluated 
(see 40 CFR 1508.23); 

(2) The proposed action is subject to 
Forest Service control and responsi-
bility (see 40 CFR 1508.18); 

(3) The proposed action would cause 
effects on the natural and physical en-
vironment and the relationship of peo-
ple with that environment (see 40 CFR 
1508.14); and 

(4) The proposed action is not statu-
torily exempt from the requirements of 
section 102(2)(C) of the NEPA (42 U.S.C. 
4332(2)(C)). 

(b) Emergency responses. When the re-
sponsible official determines that an 
emergency exists that makes it nec-
essary to take urgently needed actions 
before preparing a NEPA analysis and 
any required documentation in accord-
ance with the provisions in §§ 220.5, 
220.6, and 220.7 of this part, then the 
following provisions apply. 

(1) The responsible official may take 
actions necessary to control the imme-
diate impacts of the emergency and are 
urgently needed to mitigate harm to 
life, property, or important natural or 
cultural resources. When taking such 
actions, the responsible official shall 
take into account the probable envi-
ronmental consequences of the emer-
gency action and mitigate foreseeable 
adverse environmental effects to the 
extent practical. 
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